Bidens bachulkarii a new species in Asteraceae (Tribe: Heliantheae) from Western Ghats (Maharashtra and Karnataka), India is described and illustrated. The species is closely related with the Bidens pilosa and Bidens pilosa var. minor. However, it differs in several characters viz., glabrous and ribbed stem, head terminal and axillary in position, tri-lobed, bisexual and fertile ray florets, achenes dimorphic, pappus awns of ray and disc achenes half covered with retrose bristles.
INTRODUCTION
Bidens L. is one of the largest genus of family Asteraceae-Heliantheae, having ca. 150-235 species distributed in different habitats of world (Serff 1937 , Chowdhery 1995 , Strother & Weedon 2006 . Amongst these 10 species and one verity were reported from India, of which only two species and two varieties were reported from Maharashtra & four species from Karnataka, two major states of Western Ghats (Hajra et al. 1995 , Shirodkar & Lakshminarsimhan 2001 , Jagtap et al. 2014 , Sharma et al. 1984 . The authors had collected an interesting species of Bidens from Western Ghats of Maharashtra and Belgaum district of Karnataka. The critical taxonomic investigations and relevant literature revealed that it is new species belonging to genus Bidens L. which is described and illustrated here.
RESULTS

Taxonomic description:
Bidens bachulkarii Jagtap & Cholekar sp. nov. (Fig. 1&2 ) Annual herbs, erect, up to 1.0-1.1 m tall; stems glabrous, branched. Leaves variable, imparipinnate, ternatepinnate or ternately-trifoliate, 4-9 × 3.0-4.5 cm, petiolate; leaflets ovate to elliptic-lanceolate, serrate, sharply acuminate, cuneate, glabrous, 0.7-5.0 × 0.3-2.5 cm; base obtuse or oblique. Heads radiate, terminal or axillary, lax corymbose, in the axial of leaves, 5-6 × 10-12 mm across. Peduncles 1.5-10.0 cm long, glabrous, ribbed, with scaly or leafy bractlets. Involucral bracts biseriate; outer linear-spathulate, distinctly 8, connate at the base, 5-6 × 1.0-1.5 mm across; inner linear, lanceolate, ciliate at apex, 5-6 × 1.5-2.0 mm across. Receptacle convex, paleaceous; pale 5-7 mm long, linear lanceolate. Ray florets distinctly 5, fertile, bisexual; corolla creamy white, bilobed; lower lip completely dissected, 3.5-4.5 mm long. Anthers black, appendiculate, ca 1 mm long, linear or obtuse at base. Style 3.2 mm long; arms ciliate or papillose, 2 mm long. Achenes flat, somewhat curved, ribbed, 5.5-6.0 mm long, fully covered with barbellate tubercles. Pappus awns 2-3, unequal, 2.0-2.5 mm long, smooth at lower part; retrosely barbed bristles at upper half. Disc florets 26-30, fertile, bisexual; corolla tubular, yellow, 5-dentate, glabrous, 4.5-5.0 mm long. Anther black, appendiculate, linear, 1.6-1.7 mm long, sagittate. Style 5.5-6.0 mm long; arms ciliate or pappilose, 2 mm long. Achenes blackish brown, tetragonous, ribbed, truncate at apex, 7-9 mm long, covered with barbellate tubercles. Pappus awns 2-3, 2.5-3.0 mm long, upper half is covered with retrosely barbed bristles. Flowering and Fruiting: August-December.
Habitat: it grows in moist places, ditches, fallow lands or along the roadside of Kolhapur, Satara Sangli districts of Maharashtra and Belgaum district of Karnataka. 
DISCUSSION
In India 10 species and 02 varieties of Bidens L. were reported. The species viz., Bidens comosa, B. cernua, B. minima, B. tetraspinosa are having simple leaves and leafy or foliaceous involucral bracts whereas other 's viz., B. tripartita, B. tripartite var. repens, B. pilosa, B. pilosa var. minor, B. biternata, B. bipinnata, B. sulphurea and B. humilis are having pinnately compound leaves and linear-lanceolate or narrowly spathulate involucral bracts. The species Bidens bachulkarii is having spathulate involucral bract which is allied with the species Bidens pilosa L. and Bidens pilosa var. minor (Bl.) Sherff. However, it differs in several characters viz., glabrous and ribbed stem; leaves glabrous; head terminal and axillary in position; receptacle convex, alveolate; outer involucral bracts spathulate, densely hairy, distinctly 8, connate at base, acute at apex, 4-5 mm long; inner involucral bracts larger than outer, 5-6 mm long, linear-lanceolate, obtuse, hairy at apex; ray florets distinctly 5, tri-lipped, upper lip 2-nerved, creamy-white, bisexual, fertile; achenes dimorphic; achenes of ray florets curved with paired, barbellate tubercles, tetragonous, fertile, hairy; achenes of disc florets linear, truncate at both end, covered with paired barbellate tubercles, tetragonous, hairy; pappus awns of ray and disc achenes half covered with retrose bristles (Table 1 ). These differences helped us to describe the collected species from Kolhapur, Satara, Sangli and Belgaum districts as a new species. 
